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The Promptet. 








I woutd, with Jockeys from New-Markct, dine, 
And to Rough-Riders, give my choiceft Wine. 
I woud caref{s fome Stableman of Note 

And imitate bis Language and his Coat. 


This is truc Tafte, and whofo likes it not, 
Is Blockhead, Coxcomb, Puppy, Fool, and Sot. 


Man of. Tatte. 








TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30. 1739. 





» Contempt, and Surprize, that | 
® confider the Taffe that reigns at 
ptefent, among (what is gene- 
rally underftood by) the Polite 
World, as to Dramatick ~ Per- 
formances —— That the tender 
x Diftreffes of Love, (a Paffion 
which the Polite fhould above all feel) and the more 
generous, or elevated Sentiments, with which thofe 
Pidtures of Life are fo beautifully colowr’d, fhould, 
in fo fhort a Term of Years, have loft the Power 
of moving, they once had, has fomething in it very 
mortifying to One who feels, of what Importance it 
is, to keep the Mimd OPEN to Sentiments, that may 
often what is ragged init, or raife what only wants to 
be put in Motion, to be as sTRONGLY exerted, as 
it is NATURALLY impreft. 
Dramatick Reprefentations are to the Human 
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Mind, what Exercise is to Soldiers, A FITTING: 


THEM AGAINST ACTION, when there will be no 
gy teaching; for which Reafon, asa Lover of 
m untry, Iam peculiarly delighted in a Morning, 
when I happen to take a Turn in the Park ; to fee, at 

roper Diftances, litele diftinct Bands of Soldiers, all 
everally employ’d in this preparatory kind of Occu- 
atio:, inftructed, and guided by fome experienced 
erjeant, or ftaunch VETERAN. 

Ir would be a great Increafe of Pleafure to me, 
could I once fee Men of Quality, and Diftinction, 
take upon themfelves the Office of VETERANS to the 
Stage, by giving it, ( what it both wamts, and de- 
fev, but Aas not) ENcouRAGEMENT. Could I 

ut once fee Parties of them, employ’d in this kind 
of Exercise, accuftoming their Minds (by being 
MENTALLY as wWellas PERSONALLY prefent at Dra- 
matick Reprefentations) to an habitual Feeling of 
Sentiments painted on the Stage, I might pleafe mylelf 
with the Hopes of feeing the Virtues of the Great 


Ones of Antiquity, tranfplanted by the Modern, in 
__thedifferent Parts they are call’d to perform on the 


Theatre of the World. What Variety of Leflons 
might not be learn’d by almoft ev’ry Spectator ufe- 
fulto him, at one time, or other, in fome Part of 
his Life, could he once be brought to-look upon the 
Stage, asa FieLp FOR MENTAL Exercise! 

T Have already fhewn, what 4iads of Perfons fre- 
quent Playhoufes, and with what Views they refort 


thither! ‘I have likewife given ftrong Arguments to 
prove, that the! Faults, both of Poet and Player, are 
chargeable on the Audienee for a Neglect of their 
Duty, as. an Audience; and, in fhort, that, uniefs 
they will take upon themfelves, the ‘Task of RE- . 
FORMING the Stage, its prefent CoRRUPTION will - 
grow ftilt RANKER, and ac laft, be past Cure. 

dr then, (to come to my firft, Notion) an Affo- 
ciation for the Support of the Stage, could once be, 
brought to bear, among the Men.of Quaty, Tafte, 
and Fortuxe, who ou§btto be the Patronizers of Let- 
ters, and Encouragers of every Genjus, that ftands 
inneed of Protection,: to be ufher’d into the World, 
I would venture. at a Prophecy furer and more impor- 
tant, than any Of MERLIN’s, viz. That it would be 
the Means of forming a good Tatte in the Town, and 
good Actors on the Stage, and in that Confequence, 
of making the Theatre once more (swhat it once was) 
a. School for Virtue. rol 

First —It would be a Means of forming a good 
Tafte; becaufe, if fuch an Affociation was once en- 
ter’'d into, and‘a*fuitable Eneouragement given, the 
Manager’s: Poets i, Ordinary, Bards who write 
not from GeNrus but Want, and a Habit of Idle- 
nefs, which they-prefer to BufinefS, would, on find- 
ing their Works fo much excell’d, by Thofe, who 
are Poets by Nature, be: obliged-to. feek a Lively- 
hood fome other Way, and;their Protectors be no 
more under 4 Neceffity of receiving their crude, in- 
coberent, and indizefted Pieces, having, the much 
better Performances of Men of Genius, ( who 
would no longer bury their Talents), at their Com- 
mand. ‘The Town, thus, (the Axe, being laid to 
the Root of the Evil). at one Stroke, freed from 
what makes bad Fafte habitual to them, vil. an an-~ 
nual Succefion of Tranflated Plays, Farce, and Paws 
tomime, firft introduced gradually, and afterwards hae ® 


bitually continued, for want of better, would, on @ 
-Succethion of good oves, acquire not only a Ta/le for 


the Good, but a D:frelsfh tor the Bad. Publick: Tafte 
once brought off, from what rr Now-1s, would, 
by the fame mechanical Operation of Habit, turn 
infenfibly to what IT OUGHT To BE, having prope 
Food repeatedly adminifter’d to it. It,fmight at firft, 
have, perhaps, too high a Flavour for Palates ufed 
to feed fo grofsly — but a Repetition of the fame 
Diet would neceffarily produce the Effect, I am 
{peaking of, and what was at firft /iffer’d, would be- 

come 








come apreeable, arid Hanrr, at the laft, cirn itito 
teal Taste, as Experience has fhewn, in the Cafe of 
the prefent bad Taffe. Secondly — It would form 
good Aétots on the Stage An Actor that has Power, 
in an eminent Degree, but has no Parts given him, 
in which he can exert it, muft, in a-very fhort Courfe 
of Time, for want of Exercife, lofe of that Power, 
which kept iri conftant Exertion by Parts adapted to 
his Power, would émprove, till his Influence would be 
irrefiftible, and he could neither be sEEN or HEARD 
on the Stage, UNMovING. Want of Exercife in 
Men, as Well as Animals, unfits them to bear i# when 
it comes to a Tryal; and I wonder our wife Mana- 
gers, who know how neceflary a proper Breathing 
and Exercife, is, to their Horfes, before the Time of 
the Crifis of their Merit, draws on, fhould not be 
able to make fo flight a Tranfition, from the Quali- 
ties of the Body to the Faculties of the:Mind, and 
tell themfelves, that an Actor’s Power lying Dor- 
MANT along Time, will at length fall into a DEAD 
Steep. And this muft be their Cafe fo long as bad 
Plays, Farce, and Pantomime pofiets the Stage; and 
Bad Plays, Farce, and Pantomime will potlefs the 
Stage till THE GREAT think it a Duty to encou- 
rage the Mex Hf Genius, who umder their Influence, 
and fure of their Favour, would no longer have, 
(what is now the Cafe of feveral) the Fears of Jofing 
inftead. of gaining Reputation from Dramatick Com- 
pofitions. | 

How much nobler would fuch an Affociation be, 
than One I happen’d accidentally to fee the other 
Day, with Indignation, at a famous Place of pub- 
lick Refort, near St. Fames’s, fubfcribed, in their 
own Hand-writing, with the Names of the moft coz- 
fiderable Men in England, intitled, A List oF 
Jockeys that have run at New-market, that meet 
once a Week, to Dine at this Houfe. What a Fi- 
Acs in the Eye of a Foreigner, who fhould happen, 
ike me, to have been‘drawn: thither, muft our No- 
bility make ! What an Idea muft H® conceive of Men, 
who forgetting the Dignity of their Birth, and the 
high Parts they are call’d to fill up, ftoop to the hum- 
ble Affumption: of the Titles and Qualities of their 
Servants! It would be a CL1MAx’ lefs prepofterous 
and unpardonable in their Servants, to deck them- 
felves out in their Mafters borrowed Plumes, and 
by ‘a Counter Lift ftick up, IMITATIVELY at fome 
Ale-houfe, fet forth the Numbers of Dzkes, Earls, 
Knights, and Commoners, they, like Cardinal Wo//ey, 
have in their Train. : 

- Burr not to dwell:too long on. a Subject fo foreign 
to the Stage as Horfe-Racing, | would humbly ask 
thefe garter’d Fockeys, if they think the Names of 
Scipia, Lelius, Maecenas, Agrippa, and other memo- 
rable Patronizers of Learning, would have defcended. 
to’ Pofterity, with fo much Honour to them, if they 
had only fierializ’d themfelves in the Manner here 
mention’d. A greater Perfon, greater in Power and 
Dignity, an Emperor, — Caligeda, notwithftanding 
the innumerable Crimes, that render his Name horri- 
ble to Futurity, and which would, one would naturally 
think, prevent. his being taken Notice of for any 
thing elfe; is neverthelefs remember’d with Con- 
TEMPT, for the particular Honours, by him fo at- 
furdly conferred on his favourite Horfe —TI believe, 
there are among our dignified Courfers, whofe Love 
‘would carry them very little fhort, of the above- 
named Emperor’s, in Behalf of fome favourite Qua- 
drnped —~and would recommend him to a Borough, 
if, like Baalam’s Afs, he was endowed with the Gift 
of Speech, fo. far as to the Utterance of an Aye, 
or a No. 

I wouLp not be thought curious of entring too 


_ 


much into the Pleafures of the Great, which, as 
Mr. Walfingham very judicioully obferves, ought not 
only in them, but even in the lower Clafs, to be 
facred and unqueftioned, where the Enjoyment hurts 
Nobody, and is only an Indulgence of particular 
Faricy. But when thefe Pleafures are made publick 
they are from that Moment fubmitted to the free Cen- 
fure of every Obferver: And the Parallel between 
an Affociation for fome publick-{pirited Purpofe, and 
ONE of no manner of gy emo or Service to the 
World, enter’d into by fome of the FoREMosr 
Men in the Kingdom, is too ftriking to efcape the 
Eye of an Author, wo pays no Deferefice to 4 Folly, 
becaufe it receives Protection from the Great, and who, 
as a ber of the publick Community, has a-Li- 
berty of {peaking his Mind, on any thing, when it 
BECOMES PUBLICK. 

I sHALL, however, inftead of faying any thing 
more again{t this, propofe another Affociation to be 
enter’d into, for the Support of ghe* Stages. Jt may 
be drawn up, pretty near, in the following Words. 


WE underwritten Dukes, Earls, Lords, and Com- 
moners, being at length thoroughly fenfible, that 
the Stage is haftning to its End, for want of that 
Encouragement from the Great and Powerful, under 
whofe Influence it might floutifh, to the Ediftcation 
of Mankind, in general, and to their Honour in par- 
ticular, by whom it may be made to revive, have 
refolved, out of the very great Regard we have to. 
the Manner in which we may be retmember’d by 
Pofterity, to contribute all that is in our Power for its 


Support, and in that View have enter’d into this Af: 
fociation, whereunto we have fet our Hands and: 


Seals — 
Imprimis, — We make it our Requeft to all Poets 
of real Genius in and about the City and Suburbs of 


this great Metropolis, who have hitherto been de- . 


terr’d from writing for the Stage for want of our En- 
couragement, to carry their Performance to the re- 
{fpective Managers without Delay. 

2dly, WHEREAS it has been reprefented to us, 
that ‘ohn R—ch, Efg; — alias Mr. Lun, has decla- 
red, that no new Play, will, (according to the ufual 
Phrafe) Do, and is from that Principle inclined to 
reject all Plays whatfoever that are offered to him; 
and whereas, we have been credibly informed, that 
there are feveral new Plays lying usread,'or ungiven to 
read, on His, the aforefaid Mr. Lun’s Table, at his 


Houfe firuated in Bloomsbury-Square, We, by Virtue, 


of this Article, Declare, That, if. any Poet fhall 
make known to us, that a good Play has been offered, 
and rejected by the aforefaid Pantomime, we, in, Re- 
venge for the Contempt fhewn to the aforefaid Play, 
are determin’d to hifs off the Stage the firft new 
Pantomimical Performance he fhall exhibit, which 
we fhall look upon asthe immediate Occafion of fuch 
“ Indignity, paid to the Offspring of the aforefaid 
oet. 

3dly, WHEREAS Charles F—t—d, Efq; has fhewn 
avery high Regard for the Glory of the Briti/h Stage, 
and feems determin’d to neglect nothing that may 
raife it, till it equals that of Athens, we underwrit- 
ten, in Confideration of fo PROPER a Sentiment in 4 
Manager, and reflecting moreover, that he is, as yet, 
but young, and unskill’d, in the Art of Management, 


- 


have refolved to carry our ne i po to his Errors, 
a Seafon or two longer, provided they diminifh, and 
not augment ; after which he fhall be profecuted wity 


the utmoft Severity, andno more /pared than his Bro* 


ther of Covent-Garden, who has had too long Prac- 
tice to deferve any Indulgence. 
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